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Dear Ms Murphy
WATER FOREVER: DIRECTIONS FOR OUR WATER FUTURE DRAFT PLAN

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Water Forever: Directions for Our
Water Future Draft Plan.

The Swan River Trust works to protect and enhance the long-term community benefit
and ecological health of the Swan Canning river system. The Trust supports the
approach outlined in Water Forever — to provide a diversity of water options by
reducing water use, increasing water recycling and developing new sources in an
environmentally responsible manner.

River health is strongly affected by the quantity and quality of drainage delivered to
the river. The Trust supports Water Corporation's commitment to improve drainage
water quality and recommends expanding this commitment to address not only
improving drainage water quality for the purpose of recharge and reuse in local
areas, but also for the purpose of improving the ecological health of receiving water
bodies.

The Trust recognises that increasing urban density may reduce water use, but this
assertion should be examined further and should be based on projected minimisation
of water use, not just on density. The relationship between density and reduced
water use is unlikely to be linear. Developers should be urged to tackle water
conservation in a number of ways, rather than to rely solely on increases in density.
In this context, the Trust recognises the Water Corporation’s own efforts directed at
Waterwise behaviours in the domestic setting and applauds the Corporation’s
ongoing support for the Great Gardens program.

The Trust supports Water Corporation’s commitment to explore water quality and
quantity parameters for returning recycled water to the environment, and awaits the
outcomes of these investigations with interest.

The Trust agrees that greywater systems should only be used where it can be shown
that they do not cause harm to the environment or human health, and supports Water
Corporation’s proposal to provide education and training on the matter.
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